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It is the policy of the Board of Trustees to cooperate with community organizations in providing school building space for use as long as it does not interfere with the school program or school-sponsored activities.  School facilities are available to the community for education, civic, cultural, and other non-commercial uses consistent with the public interest.  Use of school facilities for school purposes has precedence over all other uses.  Persons on school premises must abide by the District’s conduct rules at all times.  The Board of Trustees reserves the right to refuse to rent facilities/equipment to any group.

The definition of a school-sponsored activity is: 

1.
The cash receipts of the activity flow through a district account; or

2.
If there are no cash receipts, the benefits of the activity must significantly 

accrue to district personnel or students.

All non-school sponsored use of district facilities and equipment, must have the approval of the Superintendent prior to its use.  Prior to coming before the Superintendent, the Clerk will notify the district's insurance carrier to determine if our existing policy covers the intended use or what modifications or extra premiums will be involved to provide coverage. In all cases, the district must be protected from a liability resulting from the approved use by either the district's insurance policy or someone else's, with proof of insurance in the district clerk's possession and appropriate approval prior to the non-school sponsored activity.

The administration shall approve and schedule the various uses of the school facilities.  A master calendar will be kept in the office for scheduling dates to avoid conflicts during the school year.  Should a conflict arise, the District reserves the right to cancel an approved request when it is determined that the facilities are needed for school purposes.  Requests for use of the school facilities must be submitted to the Superintendent’s office at least one week prior to the event.

The following protocol will apply to community use of district property:

1. The use does in no way hinder normal school or activity operations.

2. The borrowing party(s) agree they will assume all responsibility for clean-up, damages occurring during their possession, loss or theft and other incidents that would affect normal operations for school and activities.  Proof of insurance may be required.

3. The borrowing party(s) will complete form 4330P “Forsyth Public Schools, Application for use of School Facility/Equipment.”
4. It is the policy of the Forsyth Public Schools not to discriminate in any way in allowing use of the buildings and facilities.  Nor will the school allow any discrimination by the borrowing party.
5. All facilities/equipment will be cleaned and left in the same condition as found.

6. No commercial products will be advertised in the building, unless school related.

7. All uses that may result in a profit or have the potential to generate a profit to an entity other than the school district, must be approved by the Board prior to building or equipment use.

8. If required by the district's insurance carrier or the district, a district employee must be present during the activity at no extra cost to the district.

9. Any school related group/activity will be allowed use free of charge.

10. Public Service Groups such as Boy Scouts, 4-H, etc. – No Charge

A monthly report will be provided to the Board of all facilities use including school sponsored and non-school sponsored activities.

Rental fees for non-profit organizations will be minimal to cover heat, lights, and janitorial services.  Rental to commercial or professional organizations will be slightly higher.  Minimum rates are listed below.  The rent may be higher depending on the activity.



FEE SCHEDULE FOR FACILITIES/EQUIPMENT



AT FORSYTH PUBLIC SCHOOLS

FORSYTH HIGH SCHOOL AND JR HIGH

1.     AUDITORIUM-  1ST hour $25.00, each additional hour $10.00

**The following additional expenses are for the use of the auditorium that requires the use of our sound and light system:


-Sound person-$12.50/hr
Light person-$12.50/hr

2. GYMNASIUM-  Half day-$25.00
Full day-$50.00

*Long Term use determined according to use/week and longevity of activity (weeks)

3. WEIGHT ROOM-   Individual (District Resident)  $5.00/week; $15.00/mo.
         Individual (Non-District Resident) $7.00/week; $20.00/mo.

$50.00/month (if using for profit)
FORSYTH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND MIDDLE SCHOOL

1. GYMNASIUM-  Half day-$25.00
Full day-$50.00

*Long Term use determined according to use/week and longevity of activity (weeks)

2. CLASSROOM-  $10.00/hr or $30.00/day

*Long Term use determined according to use/week and longevity of activity (weeks)

3. CONCESSION STAND-  $25.00 per event/day

*Custodial costs will be billed at $15.00/hr and will be paid to the District


--Minimum of 1hour and maximum of 4 hours 
EQUIPMENT

1. TABLES-  $25.00 per event (Not to exceed three (3) days); Replacement at current value
2. CHAIRS-  $25.00 per event (Not to exceed three (3) days); Replacement at current value
3. TOOLS-    $25.00 maximum (Not to exceed three (3) days); Replacement at current value
Legal Reference:
§ 20-7-805, MCA
Recreational use of school facilities secondary

Lamb’s Chapel v. Center Moriches Union Free School Dist., 113 S.Ct. 2141
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