8th Physical Science
Steffani Grogan
sgrogan@forsyth.k12.mt.us
Jan Banks
jbanks@forsyth.k12.mt.us
(406) 346-2796
Classroom/Office hours:
We are at school by 7 am every morning and stay till 5 pm most afternoons. You may use our rooms as a study area or
seek help during that time. When driver’s education starts, Mrs. Grogan is difficult to find as she has class at 7:00 a.m.
and drives after school. This is the time to walk the Ag room for help. Other places to acquire homework help include
but are not limited to AA room, Mr. Knoche, Mrs. Tooke and Mrs. Wilson. The excuse-- “I couldn’t find you, so my
homework isn’t done”—will never fly before pigs do.
Course Description:
Students will use crosscutting concepts, science and engineering practices, and technology while investigating how
matter and energy exist in a variety of forms and how physical and chemical interactions change matter and energy.
Textbook:
McGraw Hill – Physical Science
Supplies:
2 Notebooks—one will contain all science notes (graded weekly)
Pencils/ Pens
Course Overview:
This course is the last overview of many different topics before students proceed to more specialized science courses in
the high school. First semester, students will work with motion, simple machines, force, energy and some basic
foundations of matter. Second semester will cover waves, electricity, magnetism, matter, chemical reactions and bonds.
Many demonstrations and labs will be completed for each concept taught.
Grading System:
50% Assessment (tests, quizzes, exit tickets, bell ringers)
30% Homework
10% Labs
10% Notebooks (graded weekly on correct setup and completion of readings that week)
Rules and Expectations:
•
•
•
•

Be prepared – Have your supplies at your table before bell rings
Be respectful – Please leave “my stuff” alone
Be persistent – ASK, ASK, ASK, - I can’t help if I don’t know you’re confused
Be polite – no fighting, trash talk, or profanity allowed in my classroom – yeah, even hard for me!

Consequences:
•
•
•
•

1st warning – verbal reminder to stay focused
2nd warning – automatic loss of daily grade (could be homework or test!)
3rd warning –afterschool detention (with me), phone conference with parent
Extreme offense – immediate suspension from class, personal conference with parent

Tardiness & Entering/Leaving the room:
•
•
•

Do not be tardy – please get your supplies and find your seat before the bell finishes ringing – you always
have a warm-up activity posted on the board.
If you hang around the door at the end of class I will ask you to stay 2 minutes after the bell.
For emergencies, you are expected to use the back doors near our classroom and stay in the group.

Intercom & Interruptions to the class:
• Remain on task and working if we are interrupted – if we have guests, be pleasant but do not stop working.
• I am the person being called on the intercom, do not answer it or cause a scene while I take the message.
Homework and Makeup Work:
Students will be given a pacing guide at the beginning of each chapter. This guide will contain dates, pages covered, and
homework assignments for the entire chapter in advance. Students will be expected to collect their assignments prior to
absences. Assignments not found in the textbook are available in the homework crate in class inside the appropriate
folder. At the beginning of every week, Mrs. Banks/Mrs. Grogan will announce the required assignments for that week’s
eligibility – any items not turned in by due date will be recorded as a zero. Assignments can be turned in until the end of
the quarter for a late grade of no more than 70%. If a student knows that he/she is to be absent for appointments,
school activities, or a trip, make up work before leave or work out a due date with teacher upon his/her return. Any
missed tests due to unexpected absences must be made up in a reasonable amount of time – refer to office hours for
feasible times for make-ups usually 2 days.
Grading and Setup Expectations: The following pages show how the science notebook and lab write-ups are to be set
up. The items will be graded using the following requirements and scales.

Science Notebook grading
Bell Ringers

Vocab

1

2

3

1

3

5

4

5

1 - not complete
3 - words and textbook definitions
5 - words with paraphrased definitions

Notes

5

10

15

20

25

5 - not complete
10 - ¼ of correct information is present
15 – ½ of correct information is present
20 – ¾ of correct information is present
23- all information present, but out of order
Science Notebook grading

25 - correct format, included all information for the week
(videos, notes, demos, mini labs)

Demonstrations

1

3

5

1 - not complete
3 - missing part of the format
5 - all categories required by teacher

Mini Labs

1

5

10

Notes Setup and Example Categories

Lab Report Setup
LAB TITLE
Hypothesis:
* Write a possible solution for the problem or an explanation for the observation in a complete sentence.
* Make sure the statement is testable, an if-then statement is recommended to illustrate what criteria will
support your hypothesis (and what data would not support the hypothesis).
Example: Ponds located near populated areas will have less organisms than ponds found in isolated areas.
Purpose:
* Explain why the experiment is being done.
Example: To determine the impact of populated areas on the number of pond organisms.
Materials:
* Make a list of ALL items used in the lab.
Example: Pond water, strainers, microscopes, field guides, petri dishes
Procedure:
* Provide details (step-by-step) of your procedure in such a way that anyone else could repeat the experiment.
Data:
* This section should include any data tables, observations, or observations
* You may attach a separate sheet(s) if necessary.
* All tables, graphs and charts should be labeled appropriately (X and Y axis)
Conclusion:
* Accept or reject your hypothesis.
* EXPLAIN why you accepted or rejected your hypothesis using data from the lab.
* Include a summary of the data - averages, highest, lowest...etc to help the reader understand your results. Try
not to copy your data here, you should summarize and reference KEY information.
* List one thing you learned and describe how it applies to a real-life situation.
*Discuss possible errors that could have occurred in the collection of the data (experimental errors) and suggest
ways the experiment could be improved.

